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63RD CCEA ANNUAL MEETING
SET FOR MARCH 15TH

he 63 Annual Meet-

ing of the Chevy
Chase Estates Association if
set for Wednesday, March 15,
2000, at the Chevy Chase
Country Club.

The evening will start
with a half-hour social from
7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. From
7:30 p.m. to approximately
8:15 p.m., we will conduct the
business portion of the meet-
ing, including the President’s
report, the Treasurer’s report,
election of Directors.

Mayor Bremberg
To Address Canyon
Residents

Our very own Ginger
Bremberg, who is currently
Mayor of Glendale, will ad-
dress Canyon residents. Gin-
ger will give us an update on
important City issues facing
all Canyon residents. Hot
topics this year include the
Glendale 2010 Strategic Plan,
the upcoming City Council
decision about power deregu-
lation and current develop-
ments which could impact the

ability of developers to build
in hillside areas such as our
Canyon.
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Election of Directors

The following CCEA Di-
rectors, whose terms will ex-
pire in March 2000, will stand
for re-election by the mem-

bership at the Annual Meeting
on March 15"

Carole Dougherty
Michael Rosenfeld
Diane Hedrick

Any CCEA member may
run for an open Director posi-
tion by submitting a resume
and a petition signed by 10
CCEA members. Resumes
and petitions should be sent
to:

Jerry Briggs
CCEA President
3021 Hollywell Place
Glendale, CA 91206

If you have any questions
about CCEA’s election pro-
cess, please call Jerry at 956-
7547.

Come One, Come All

The Annual Meeting is a
great opportunity for you to
meet with your CCEA Board
of Directors, discuss issues
which are important to you
and have a say in the future of
the Canyon. See you there!
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Fire Department Happenings by craig Cursis

Canyon residents will not soon
forget the fire of December 1999.
As walls of flames stretched from
La Cafada to our own ridgelines,
many of us rushed to pack up our
families and most precious posses-
sions as water-dropping helicopters
and Super Scooper planes tirelessly
fought to save entire neighborhoods.

Thanks to what can only be
described as a superhuman effort by
the Glendale Fire and Police De-
partments, assisted by fire compa-
nies from every neighboring city
and dozens of other government
agencies, disaster was averted and

not one home was lost.

Fire Department Captain John
Wray reports that firefighters have
been deluged with cards, letters,
cookies and other items from grate-
ful residents, and stacks of drawings
from Glendale school children.

Three platoons man our fire
station, providing round-the-clock
protection and response for the Can-
yon. Platoon 23A is made up of
Captain Jim Moser, Engineer Mark
Momsen and Firefighter Mike
Mentzer; Platoon 23B consists of
Captain Stu Jones, Engineer Paul
Phillips and Firefighter Jim Kauf-

mann; and Platoon 23C is comprised
of Captain John Wray, Engineer Jim
Fitzpatrick and Firefighter Bert Ri-
vera.

Captain Wray told us that, be-
ginning March 1, a Paramedic and a
Paramedic Assessment Engine will
be stationed at our firehouse. (All of
our present firefighters are already
trained as Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians.)

On behalf of the entire Canyon,
CCEA extends its most sincere grat-
itude to these dedicated individuals.
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Real Estate Update »y Brit Trydal

For those of you wondering how property values are faring,
here is a sampling of Canyon home sales during the past 12 months.
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President’s Message

by Jerry Briggs

s we enter the new
i millennium, your
homeowners associa-

tion continues to remain strong and
active, with an existing dues-paying
membership of 435 members, con-
tinuing our record as the oldest and
largest homeowners association in
California.

Canyon Round-Up

Last October, CCEA held its
second Canyon Roundup and Bar-
becue at the Chevy Chase Country
Club. More than 125 members and
guests attended and enjoyed the
Western barbecue, entertainment
and dancing.

Aside from being a lot of fun,
CCEA parties are a great opportuni-
ty to meet new neighbors and visit
with old friends. Watch for details
this summer. CCEA is planning to
hold another Canyon party in the
fall of 2000. Invitations will be sent
to all CCEA members.

Community Support

During the past year, CCEA
supported community activities by
making donations to important or-
ganizations which benefit all of us,
including the Chevy Chase Garden
Club, the Chevy Chase Library, and
Volunteers Organized in Conserv-
ing the Environment (VOICE), a
non-profit organization dedicated to
preserving hillside and wilderness
areas in Glendale.

Building Restrictions

During the past year, CCEA
successfully protested several re-
quests for height and set-back vari-
ances on Canyon properties, ensur-
ing that all houses in the Canyon
comply with building restrictions.
An El Tovar fiasco will not happen
in our Canyon!

Mini-Mart Update

Last year, we reported that the
owners of St. George Mini-Mart
had applied for a zoning change
from residential to commercial in
order to sell gasoline. CCEA and
numerous residents, concerned
about this potentially and environ-
mentally unsound use of the proper-
ty, convinced the City to require the
mini-Mart owners to complete an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
on the proposed zoning change.
The owners of the property have
missed the City’s deadline for an
EIR and it appears that the zoning
change request has been abandoned.

Additionally, many residents
have expressed concern to CCEA
about the appearance and condition
of the Mini-Mart. In 1999, the own-
ers of the property were cited by the
City for violations of City codes.
At the insistence of CCEA, the City
has pursued this matter, and it now
appears that the Mini-Mart owners
are beginning to correct code viola-
tions relating to signage, painting,
and general maintenance and up-
keep.

Country Club Still In Limbo

The Chevy Chase Country
Club‘s lease on the golf course
property expired in January 2000.
Many residents have contacted
CCEA with concerns about the fu-
ture of the property.

CCEA has been advised that
the land is currently for sale and
there are several potential buyers,
including a group of club members
as well as several golf club opera-
tors. For the moment, the club’s
lease has been temporarily extended
and normal club operations and
activities are continuing.

CCEA Directory

CCEA is very proud of the
Glendale Directory we published

and mailed to all members in Janu-
ary. From all reports, our efforts
have produced the only truly com-
prehensive directory of City and
related government services.

Power Deregulation

Last June, more than 100 Can-
yon residents attended CCEA’s spe-
cial Canyon meeting to discuss the
potential effects of power industry
deregulation on the quality of your
electric service — and cost of your
power bills. The City Council is
expected to vote on the issue in
March.

CCEA Works For You

CCEA’s mission is to protect
and preserve the Canyon for current
and future generations. Whether
we’re fighting to keep our library
open, objecting to zoning changes
which could bring unsightly devel-
opment to our Canyon, or helping
members get action from City de-
partments, your CCEA Board of
Directors works hard to stay on top
of Canyon issues and is
firmly — committed 0 B
maintaining Chevy Chase ¥
Canyon’s standing as one
of Glendale’s premiere residential
areas.

On behalf of all the members of
your homeowners  association,
CCEA extends its sincere thanks to
the many volunteers whose ongoing
efforts are vital to help maintain our
quality of life in the Canyon.

CCEA is always interested in
hearing members’ comments and
suggestions. Please feel free to call
CCEA President Jerry Briggs at 956
-7547.
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i Power Deregulation: Time to Decide

he City of Glendale is
Trequired by law to deter-

mine by the end of March
2000 whether to deregulate pow-
er distribution.  Deregulation
would allow other power compa-
nies to compete with Glendale
Water and Power in offering
power to Glendale residents and
companies.

The City Council’s decision
could impact your individual
power bills as well as the level of
service you receive from your
power company.

All Glendale residents have
received information on deregu-
lation in their recent service bills.
Additionally, CCEA will have
brochures at the Annual Meeting

describing the advantages and
disadvantages of deregulation.

If you have questions or con-
cerns about deregulation, you
may also contact Glendale Water
and Power at 543-3300.

N

Will Deregulation Save You Money?

to allow you and me to pur-

chase electricity from someone
other than Glendale Water & Pow-
er (GWP), you will have some
choices. Everyone loves choices,
right? Well, what choices do you
have? At this point, not so many.
If the City Council voted today to
allow access to competitive power
generating companies, you would
probably have a hard time signing
up with one; and even if you did,
you might not save any money.

Bernie Palk, head of GWP,
told me that it is not clear whether
we will save money by switching
to a competitor of GWP; but don't
take my word for it — call Bernie
at 548-2107.

So why wouldn’t we save
money in a deregulated market?
Well, to be honest, we eventually
would, but not until we pay the
price of savings. The problem is
that the huge costs of putting up
one's own power lines would give
even Bill Gates pause for thought,
not to mention the eyesore that
three or four sets of power lines
running through your neighbor-
hood would present. To avoid
these problems, in 1996, the Feder-
al Energy Regulatory Commission
ordered that the then-regulated

If the city of Glendale decides

by Michael Gebel

electrical utilities open access to
their electrical transmission lines,
effectively opening the door to a
competitive market for the actual
generation of the power that travels
across those lines. So companies
that could generate electricity start-
ed thinking, "Great, we can sell
electricity cheaper than GWP, and
we can send it through GWP’s
lines to the homeowners of Glen-
dale."

Unfortunately, though, GWP
had to pay to put up those lines and
build a power plant and Southern
California Edison had to pay to put
up bigger lines and build bigger
power plants. And the cost of
building and maintaining the huge
system that powers your household
can be quite high. So California
decided to have you pay for those
costs. The debt incurred from
building the power grid that cur-
rently serves you has to be paid by
you regardless of whether you
switch to a new power generating
company. This debt — known as
the stranded cost — is currently
reflected on your electric bill.

So the real question is, how
long will we all have to pay the
stranded cost? And will they in-
crease or decrease as a result of
deregulation?

So why haven't you received a
call (during dinner, naturally) from
Electricity Is Us, Inc. asking you to
switch over to their company? For
two basic reasons: first, California
has structured deregulation to al-
low municipal utilities (like GWP)
to decide whether to allow you, the
customer, to have access to other
power providers before 2002; se-
cond, the high stranded costs have
made competitors shy away from
selling electricity to residential
customers in California.

The California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC) will tell you
that these stranded costs are a good
thing. You could always try to
contact CPUC (505 Van Ness Ave-
nue, San Francisco, CA 94102;
415-703-2782) and ask them to
explain their position. Just remem-
ber what Joe Friday would say:
“The facts, just the facts ma'am.”

For more information on de-
regulation, visit the CPUC’s web-
site. Go to www.cpuc.ca.gov and
click on “Electric Restructuring
Information.”
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We Want to Hear What
You Think!

The Canyon Crier is published
for Chevy Chase Estates Asso-
ciation members.

If you have any comments or
suggestions, or would like to
submit an article to The Canyon
Crier, please contact Michael
Rosenfeld at 240-0070.
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