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2025 CCEA President’s Message

by Graeme Whifler

2024 was The Year of the Goat and The Year of the Wildlife
Corridor in Chevy Chase Canyon!

Of the two Canyon-critter stories, the cute Canyon goats
definitely stole the show. Ventura Brush Goats brought in

Clearing Canyon underbrush can be fun... and tasty!

more than 300 of the friendly, ravenous beasts (along with a
few sheep for company) and released them into rugged
Canyon parcels, where the goats happily gobbled up every
bit of underbrush, the deadly fuel of wildfires. People couldn’t
get enough of those goats - they appeared in newspapers
and on TV far and wide. In addition to clearing our hillsides,
the goats also gave neighbors the thrill of working a genuine
goat drive, herding the 300 goats down Buckingham Drive
from one “pasture” to another. And as for the sheep, the last
time those woolly creatures may have been herded through
the Canyon was around 1880!

The second four-legged Canyon story shall be never-
ending: the Sycamore Canyon wildlife corridor in the heart
of the Canyon was purchased by the Arroyos & Foothills
Conservancy (AFC) and set aside as a perpetual natural
habitat. This pristine 10 acres is a vital link from one mountain
range to another, and has been used as a natural pathway
by countless generations of deer, bobcats, bears and other
wildlife migrating across the Southland. And now that
pathway officially belongs to them forever. AFC, which has

been dedicated to securing and protecting land along this
regional wildlife corridor, identified this migration path in the
Canyon and spent years raising the funds required to preserve
itin perpetuity.

Your Chevy Chase Estates Association played a role in both
of the year’s big stories. For more information and videos,
visit ChevyChaseEstates.us and search for goats (to watch the
goats) and sycamore (to see the wildlife pathway).

Mercifully, it has been a relatively quiet year for new
development in the Canyon; the few projects currently
under construction were greenlit during the pandemic, with
virtually no public comment. CCEA has been monitoring and
addressing various complaints from residents, most notable,
the “Walled Compound” on Chevy Chase Drive. Shockingly,
when reviewing a recent extensive remodel of a residence on
Chevy Chase Drive, City inspectors somehow failed to notice
construction of illegal 20-foot walls and a mammoth driveway
gate facing right onto Chevy Chase Drive. That’s one big oops,
folks! Residents have complained that the property looks

Isn’t this what the Fence Ordinance was supposed to prevent?

like a fortress in a war-torn country. CCEA has called upon
the City to investigate the matter and require the owners to
“tear down that wall” since it certainly appears to violate the
Glendale Code. Sadly, Glendale’s Community Development
Department (CDD) - the City agency responsible for code

(continued on page 3)
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CCEA’S 88" ANNUAL MEETING
- WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025 <
-> 7:00pm at Chevy Chase Library <

The 88" Annual Meeting of the Chevy Chase Estates Association will be
held on Wednesday, February 12, 2025 at:

Chevy Chase Library, 3301 E. Chevy Chase Dr.
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The festivities will start with a half-hour social at 6:30pm to give Canyon
neighbors a chance to reconnect. At 7:00pm, we will conduct the business
portion of the meeting, including the President’s report, Treasurer’s report
and election of Directors. We will then have a short program to provide
important Canyon updates and presentations.

Election of Directors

CCEA Directors whose terms will expire in March 2025 have agreed to serve
another three-year term and will stand for re-election by the membership at
the Annual Meeting. CCEA’s bylaws provide, “Other and additional
candidates for Directorships may be made by the Members by submitting to
e the Secretary of the Association, at least two (2) weeks prior to such election

and not more than four (4) weeks before such election, a petition signed by
at least ten (10) Voting Members of the Association, to the effect that they would like to nominate a certain person
as a candidate for Directorship and containing also the consent of such person to be so named. Thereupon such
name or names will be added as candidates.” If you are interested in standing for election, you may send your
petition to Chevy Chase Estates Association, 3235 Cornwall Drive, Glendale, CA 91206.

Library, Brush-Clearing Goats and Homeowners Insurance

Attend this year’'s Annual Meeting for important updates and information on topics that affect your quality of life in
the Canyon:

e Library Perks: Enjoy a guided tour of what's new at the library, from VIP backstage library passes that
allow Canyon residents access to the library when it's normally closed, to all the free digital access and
streaming your library card unlocks.

o Brush-Eating Goats: The owner of Ventura Brush Goats will explain how his herds are being used to clear
potentially dangerous wildfire underbrush from the Canyon.

e Homeowners Insurance Crisis: A local insurance expert will discuss the current California insurance
crisis. Representing over 200 insurance carriers, our speaker is very familiar with the challenge of
obtaining quality, affordable homeowners insurance in the Canyon, and will provide important information
for Canyon residents facing steep insurance-rate increases or cancellation of their homeowners
insurance policies.

Attend the 2025 Annual Meeting!

If you're looking for a friendly, community-minded group to join, want to get involved in Canyon activities, or want
to hear important Canyon updates, please join us on Wednesday, February 12"". Enjoy refreshments, meet the
CCEA Board of Directors and other CCEA members, and join CCEA!

Get All Your Canyon Resources in One Place!

Whether you are new to the neighborhood or have lived in the Canyon for decades, CCEA’s Canyon
Resources page provides helpful links to City services and potentially life-saving information.

Find all this information in one place at www.chevychaseestates.us/canyon-resources!

President’s Message (continued from page 1)

compliance - has totally ignored CCEA's many calls for
enforcement; almost unbelievably, GCD’s response has

been to advocate for a blanket amnesty for wall and fence
violations in order to “streamline” their job. Huh?! Does GCD
not understand how government works? The City Council
passes local laws, and GCD'’s job is to enforce the laws, not
avoid enforcing by ignoring it. By GCD's reasoning, Glendale
Police should simply stop arresting criminals since that would
certainly “streamline” their jobs! Luckily for us, Glendale’s
legendary Police Department is committed to serving the
community by doing — not avoiding doing - its job. It's long
past time for GCD to review their job descriptions and do their
jobs as well.

On a happier note, hundreds turned out in May for our Party
on the Green, which was a team effort by CCEA and the Chevy
Chase Country Club. And if you're thinking about joining the
Country Club, now is the time; for a limited time, the club is
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CCEA & CCCC’s 2024 Party on the Green

offering a substantial discount for CCEA members who live in
the Canyon. Contact the club’s membership department for
details.

Thank you for supporting CCEA by joining or renewing your
membership. CCEA is the oldest association of homeowners
in California, celebrating 89 years of service to the Canyon!

New Wildlife Corridor in Chevy Chase Canyon

by Palma Vincenti

CCEA is thrilled to report that the Canyon is home to Arroyos & Foothills Conservancy’s
(AFC’s) newest wildlife preserve, named “Sycamore Canyon,” which is a 10-acre wildlife
corridor directly off East Chevy Chase Drive. The preserve serves as an important travel
route for wildlife moving through the San Rafael Hills. After purchasing the property in
July, AFC has been working to form the Friends of Sycamore Canyon, a group of volunteers

who will oversee stewardship of the protected property.

Please consider helping AFC maintain and preserve this critical wildlife corridor by
joining the Friends group. The habitat needs to be restored by removing invasive species
and replacing them with native ones, and the entrance needs enhancement to become
more inviting to wildlife.

For information about joining the Friends of Sycamore, you can email AFC's Land
Manager & Community Liaison, Tim Martinez, at timmartinez@arroyosfoothills.org.

A Tale of Two Curious Canyon Houses
by Tim Krubsack

Way back in 2012, we first reported on what has now Recently the
become known as “The Bridge to Nowhere,”a million-dollar property has
cantilevered steel-and-concrete driveway leading to a seen a huge
steel-framed skeleton that was supposed to become a huge amount of earth
home. More than a decade later, the driveway still leads to an moving and
unfinished steel skeleton. Over those many years, there have grading, but

been numerous landfill issues, and even a police standoff
with an individual apparently living at the construction site.

sadly, the house
itself remains
little more than a
steel skeleton.

The other
curious Canyon house was purchased in the 1980s. Sadly,
the resident passed away soon after moving in and the
individuals who inherited the home have kept it vacant - for
30 years! Every week, gardeners trim, mow and blow, and
every 15 years or so, the exterior is painted. The upkeep
appears to be meticulous, but the house seems to be an
empty monument. Why has the house not been occupied for
30 years? Ghosts?




by Kathy Lefkovits

When | describe Chevy Chase Canyon to others, | always proudly say it is a community
within a community. Mere miles away from L.A’s busy metropolitan downtown, we enjoy
nature, wildlife and unparalleled views of the magnificent Verdugo Mountains and San
Rafael Hills. Since | moved into the Canyon many years ago, the robust homeowners
association and active garden club have fostered a sense of community that is rare these
days. One of the key themes of each association has always been that we all watch out for
each other. We even had a “telephone tree” to communicate important information. Of
course, texts, emails and social media have replaced telephone trees, but both CCEA and

promote a sense of community, and advocate for the general welfare of Canyon residents.
Please help us maintain the wonderful sense of community that Chevy Chase offers. You

or with the QR code on the right:

Greetings from CCEA’s Newest Director

the Garden Club continue their work to protect the unique lifestyle we enjoy in the Canyon,

can join (or renew your membership) by mail, online at https://www.chevychaseestates.us/,

Canyon Welcomes New Monarch Waystation

by Leticia Gonzalez

The Chevy Chase Estates Garden Club recently established Each fall, hundreds of millions of monarch butterflies migrate
an official Monarch Butterfly Waystation at Emerald Isle Park, from the United States and Canada to mountains in central
giving new wings to an old natural wonder - the annual Mexico, where they wait out the winter until a return in the
monarch butterfly migration.The waystation was dedicated spring. Unfortunately, this incredible migration is threatened
to the memory of Mary Betlach, past president of the Chevy by a loss of suitable habitats in Mexico and the United
Chase Estates Garden Club, who was an enthusiastic advocate States. Monarch waystations combat that loss by providing
for saving the monarch butterfly. shelter, nectar plants, and the all-important milkweed,

Chevy Chase Garden Club creates Monarch Butterfly Waystation

which is the only plant
on which monarchs

lay their eggs and the
only food monarch
caterpillars eat. Without
sufficient milkweed, the
magnificent monarchs
would perish.

The Chevy Chase
Estates Garden Club
was founded in 1947 to
support the conservation
of the Canyon’s
natural resources.
Membership is open to
all Canyon residents.
Become a member at
ccegardenclub.com.

Chevy Chase Canyon Home Sales in 2024

by Leticia Gonzalez

(Canyon resident and Global Real Estate Advisor, Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES), Engel & Voelkers DRE #01087726

Address Sq.Ft. Listing Price Sales Price LotSize  Year Built
501 Solway St 21 989 $700,000 615,000 185,24 1957
8 Fairciff Ct. 28 1,837 §700,000 §700,000 243 1973
3161 Linda Vista Rd. 2 1,355 1,050,000 §750,000 6,440 1938
500 Solway St 21 892 §925,000 §915,000 33970 1956
48 Glenflow Ct 20 1491 §959,000 §950,000 293 1974
2084 Lilac Ln. 302 1,300 $1,120,000 $1,080,000 116,138 1935
2230 E. Chevy Chase Dr. 302 1,463 §999,999 §1,175,000 7,15 1951
2338 Cascadia Dr, 21 1,954 1,249,000 1,367,777 8564 1950
2216 Chevy Oaks Cr 21 1,715 1,250,000 1,180,000 4347 194
3035 Paddington R, 302 1475 1,275,000 1,240,000 18,320 1965
3227 Comwal Dr. R 1424 $1,290,000 1,300,000 10,003 1963
2920 E Chevy Chase Dr. 312 1,949 1,209,000 $1,405,000 10,93 1041
2312E. Chevy Chase Dr, 3 2385 $1,329,000 1,300,000 11,628 2010
1597 Sheridan R, 43 3,065 1,550,000 §1,470,000 12,218 1956
3316 Crail Way 312 1,854 1,550,000 §1,670,000 11,279 1967
3001 Edmonton R, 302 243 1,499,000 §1,475,000 8416 1971
2520 St. Andrews Dr. 3 279 1,600,000 $1,500,000 6,807 1964
3627 Fallenleaf Pl 3 2665 1,500,000 $1,520,000 8,068 1986
2820 E. Chevy Chase Dr. 20 1611 1,295,000 1,532,000 8,884 1956
1555 Arundle Pl 302 1,712 1,499,000 §1,610,000 8907 1960
287 Graceland Way 53 2802 1,600,000 1,555,000 15,551 1931
2243 E. Chevy Chase Dr. 34 3,154 1,750,000 1,600,000 14,045 1928
3344 E. Chevy Chase Dr, 43 2454 1,595,000 1,700,000 45345 1960
3270 E. Chevy Chase Dr. 33 1,836 1,749,000 1,749,000 13,923 1952
3042 Paddington Rd. 34 2756 1,799,000 1,750,000 8,629 1974
3822 Karen Lynn Dr. 42 2123 §1,495,000 §1,765,000 12,029 1969
3467 Emerald Isle D 53 2600 1,795,000 1,800,000 10,252 1970
3132 Kingridge Way 302 1,861 1,748,000 1,800,000 11,292 1972
3411 E. Chevy Chase Dr. 302 2,150 1,699,000 1,900,000 16,294 2019
311 Grangemont R. 53 2700 1,745,000 1,950,000 0,904 1968
2926 Graceland Way 34 3426 1,938,000 §2,050,000 7,880 1965
3112 Emerald Isle D 43 2,580 1,750,000 §2,052,000 9,044 1978
3237 Emerald Isle D 53 2700 $1,749,000 $2,120,000 9,354 1968
2956 Graceland Way 44 3,683 §2,368,000 §2,350,000 13,861 1991
1995 Erin Way 55 4244 §3,699,000 3,200,000 2290 1989

Note: Listings are from MLS and may or may not have been listed or sold by Engel & Voelkers. This information is from public records and may
not include all listings. Engel & Voelkers does not guarantee its accuracy. If your home is currently listed with another Broker, this is not
intended as a solicitation.




Chevy Chase Estates Association, Inc.
3235 Cornwall Drive
Glendale, CA 91206

Sign up for CCEA News & Alerts

It's free and secure, and we wont clutter your inbox. We send email
updates about once a month, plus Urgent Emergency Updates.

Subscribe at our website or here:
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